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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------.....
101-1206 4 May 1989 Washington D C
IN MEMORIAM--THE U.S.g. IOWA (BB-6l). The forty-seven men who perished in
the tragic accident aboard the U.S.S. IOWA remain in our thoughts long after
the April 19th explosion which took their lives. The nation mourns and reflects
in the solitude of its collective soul over this gLievous loss.
Democracy--and the way of life we treasure--is preciously guarded. The
presence of the U.S. Navy is everywhere in the world, constantly on watch,
and always ready for whatever challenge may require its response. The price
of protection, as we know from the U. S. S. IOWA incident, is sometimes very
high.
When a loss of life comes upon us in this way, the nation instinctively
draws itself together with compassion and great feeling towards those who have
made the ultimate sacrifice on behalf of us all.
Your Congressman is the father of two young Naval officers. The tragedy
of the U. S. S. IOWA speaks to me with great force, and my emotions run deep
as I watch my own sons take their place in the defense of our country and our
lives.
On April 24--at the invitation of the U.S. Navy--we attended the memorial
service in Norfolk, Virginia, for the 47 men who lost their lives. We came
to this service with great sorrow because one of the lost men was a constituent
of ours from South Texas.
His name is Jose Luis Martinez Jr of Hidalgo. His young wife, parents
and other members of his family were present at the memorial service and we
extended our heartfelt sorrow as well as our eternal gratitude for the role
that he played in the support and protection of the United States.
The name of Jose Luis Martinez Jr is forever tucked away in our hearts
and souls. We pray that future generations, including his unborn child, will
live in peace and that his sacrifice will be a stone of their foundation.
High ranking officers of the U.S. Navy provided the welcoming invocation
and prayers at the memorial service, and the Captain of the U. S. S. IO,IA gave
a moving speech filled with reflections on the bravery of his men and the
sacrifice they made.
(over)
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The President made the principal address and he spoke with enormouS pride
about the men of the U. S. S. IOWA. His speech to the families and close friends
was delivered with great dignity and a solemn tone which was felt by all present.
At the end of the service, everyone stood and recited the Navy Hymn with a
great moving voice to mark each word of this special verse. The Navy Hymn
captures the spirit of those who serve on the seas and their very special
relationship to our Lord who guides their vessels and their lives:
Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,
Who bidd'st the mighty ocean deep
Its own appointed limits keep,
o hear us when we cry to thee
For those in peril on the sea!
And when at length her course is run,
Her work for home and country done,
Of all the souls that in her sailed
Let not one life in thee have failed;
But hear from heaven our sailor's cry,
And grant eternal life on high! Amen.
il il
THE CANADA-U.S. INTERPARLIAMENTARY GROUP is scheduled to meet in Canada next
month and your Congressman has been named by the Speaker of the House as a
member of the U.S. House delegation.
The Canada-U.S. Interparliamentary Group (IPG) is very much identical
in purpose and format to our U.S.-Mexico IPG. Your Congressman has had the
pleasure in years past to be a member of the U.S. House delegation to these
annual Canadian-U.S. talks and with great anticipation we look forward to
this year's meeting.
The 1989 Canada-U.S. IPG meeting will take place in Canada June 2-5 in
Monte Bello which is an historic community about halfway between Ottowa and
Montreal. These yearly meetings provide a forum where members of the Canadian
Parliament and members of the U. S. Congress can discuss pending matters of
bilateral interest.
Canada is unquestionably a major partner with the United States in Western
Hemispheric affairs. I anticipate good talks with our close ally--always in
the ongoing spirit of cooperation and friendship which marks our fraternal
relationship with the Canadian people ..
il il il
CINCO DE MAYO. The fifth of May is near at hand and our neighbors across the
Rio Grande will celebrate their historic drive for freedom from a European
power during the mid-19th century.
Mexico's sover~ignty
States: a foreign power
govern themselves. This
of freedom.
was gained in much the same way as in the United
was ousted from the country by citizens longing to
is a spirit that we share with Kexico--the spirit
We take this moment to once again extend our hanci in friendship to Hexicu
and reaffirm the lasting bonds between our two peoples.
il il
VISITORS FROM HOME. Mike & Velma Wilson of Pearsall; Barbara Atkinson of Odem;
Gilbert & Sandra Santos; Jack Cawood; Bob & Carol Saylor--all of McAllen; Dr.
Steven Altman, President of Texas A&I University in Kingsville; Mr & Mrs Niceforo
Yanez of Edcouch; Mrs Gene Vittitoe of La Villa; Mrs C.W. (Ruth) Wheaton of
Sebastian.
il il il
'------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20615-----~
